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Lafayette chapter member Gregory C. Landon,  
addressed those gathered at the Constitution Day 
brunch, held September 10 at the Campbell  House Inn, 
with timely and interesting remarks.

Compatriot Landon, an avid reader of American history, 
spoke about his reading of a recent biography of George 
Washington by Ron Chernow. Landon reminded us that 
September was the anniversary of the signing of the 
Constitution by 39 state delegates on September 17, 
1787.  

He also said, “early government leaders soon parted 
ways after agreeing on the guiding document for  our 
rule”. He went on to say, ”Jefferson, his friend Madison, 
and other leaders, especially in the South, were soon pulling away from the national 
policies set forth by Washington and the rest of his cabinet.  Still, the constitution 
stood, even with disagreement.”

Landon has a B.A. from Amherst College, Amherst, MA in history and a MA from 
Webster University, St. Louis, MO in procurement management.  His military service 
included 1967- 68 1st Infantry Division, Lai  Khe, Republic of South Viet Nam.  He 
was a supervisory contract specialist with US Army Materiel Command from 1981 to 
2007 and a member of the Army acquisitions corps.

Landon and his sons Charles, John & James transferred into the Lafayette Chapter 
last year.  ✯

Please, welcome Joseph R Jones who 
transferred from the Wisconsin Society 
and new members William Chase 
Thornbury, and Ray Curtis Wilcoxen. 

In addition, I am proud to report that 
Richard Anthony Ramey, Dennis Glynn 
Thomas, James Douglas Sumner, John 
Robert Vinson, lll, Robert Clarence 
Skinner, and Randall Scott Skinner have 
also been approved but will  transfer to 
the  Col Stephen Trigg chapter in Cadiz 
once  ten members have been 

approved. The Lafayette Chapter, at 91 
members after the move, remains 
Kentucky’s second largest chapter. 

We are also lending a hand to the soon 
to be  chartered Count Casimir Pulaski 
Chapter in Somerset.  Membership in our 
Chapter and the Kentucky Society is 
growing and I encourage you to 
approach your friends and extended 
family as potential members for SAR.  
We are becoming active as a group and 
there is always room for more.  ✯

Membership

Landon Speaks at Constitution Brunch

Greg Landon



Lafaye!e Chapter News                                          Pa" 2 of 6

Annual Meeting Planned at Duncan Tavern

November 3:  LSAR Joint Meeting with DAR / Veterans Day 5:30 p.m. Location: Lexington Country Club, 
2550 Paris Pike, Lexington  Cost: $25 Make checks payable to Lexington Chapter DAR and send to Lexie 
Hammer, 1912 Blairmore, Lexington, Ky 40502-2433 to arrive by October 25th.  Reservations are required.  

November 21:  LSAR Board of Managers Meeting 6:30 p.m. Location: Turf Room, Crowne Plaza - Campbell 
House Inn,   Reservations are not required. 

December 10:  LSAR Annual Meeting. Location: Duncan Tavern, Paris, Ky  The cost for the event is $25. 
Payment should be sent to Steve Skinner, Treasurer, 1112 Aderly Ln, Frankfort, Ky 40601 to arrive by the end of 
business Tuesday, December 6.  Reservations are required since this is a catered affair.

Regional events, last-minute updates and special activities will be posted at http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm .  ✯

Upcoming Events

The Duncan Tavern Historic Center is the site of our 2011 Annual meeting which is always held the second Saturday of 
December.    The staff of Duncan Tavern graciously opens the doors to their facility welcoming the Lafayette Chapter for 
our final meeting of the year.  We are honored to conduct our meeting in such a historic  facility.  It would be difficult to find 
a more appropriate venue.

The order of business for the day will  be the election of officers for 2012.  A slate of officers will be presented for 
consideration but, as always, nominations will  be accepted from the floor.  In addition, we will  pause to recognize the 
services and accomplishments of our members by presenting awards.  You are encouraged to wear your insignia to this 
event.

This is a catered affair and reservations are required.  We must give final  numbers to the caterer by Wednesday, 
December 7. Reservations are made by sending your check for $25 to Steve Skinner, Treasurer, 1112 Aderly Ln, 
Frankfort, KY 40601.  The meal will feature cornish game hens, dressing, two vegetables, salad and dessert.  Coffee and 
tea are included.  The facility closes for the winter immediately after our event.  ✯

Cabin Marking
Several Members of the Kentucky Color Guard, representing 
multiple KYSSAR chapters, gathered in Greensburg, Ky on 
Saturday, September 24, to assist the John Marshall Chapter 
NSDAR in marking the log cabin home of Robert Black, a 
revolutionary war patriot and Kentucky Pioneer.  Black 
rendered aid to the cause in North Carolina then migrated to 
Kentucky.  He died in Green County in 1805 and his property 
has remained in the family.  

A musket salute, wreath laying ceremony, and presentation of 
the flag were done in honor of Black.  Reverend Chilton was 
the master of ceremonies for the event.  The flag was 
presented to Sara Murray who restored the cabin.  ✯

 Top: Dennis Scott & Bob Bynum  Front: Rev Forrest Chilton, 
Joe Parrish, Alex Probus, Del White, Marshall Wilkins 

& J.C. Barnett  photo by Nadine White

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
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With his rout of General Horatio Gates‘ forces at the “Camden Races” in the summer of 
1780, British Major General Lord Charles Cornwallis saw his way opened for a sweep 
northward in an invasion of North Carolina.  General  George Washington appointed Major 
General Nathanael Green  to command the remnants of the army in the South, in an effort 
to forestall such an eventuality.

Cornwallis sent three parallel columns into North Carolina in September of 1780: His own 
main force, Colonel Banastre Tarleton’s feared British Legion, and Major Patrick 
Ferguson’s force of 1,100 Tories.  Ferguson’s mission was to screen Cornwallis’ left flank 
and suppress the Overmountain men.  His force was the first to fall.

On October 7, about 900 riflemen erased Ferguson’s formation s at King’s Mountain, 
suffering losses of fewer than 100 men, and forcing Cornwallis’ withdrawal back into South 

Carolina.

Greene was under no illusions as to his ability to engage Cornwallis’ main force, so he detached a force of about 800 
men under the command of “the Old Wagoner,” General Daniel Morgan, to harry British forces in the west.  Cornwallis 
dispatched Tarleton’s Legion to eliminate the threat posed by Morgan.  On January 17, 1781, Morgan’s Troops routed 
“Bloody Ban” at the Cow Pens, at a stroke placing Cornwallis’ entire enterprise in jeopardy.

On March 15, Greene struck at Cornwallis’ main force at Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina, in a hard fought, hand-to-
hand engagement which was ended by British artillery fire upon friend and foe alike.  Cornwallis claimed victory, but he 
had lost over 25 percent of his force.

Realizing that the Carolinas would remain vulnerable to rebel resupply from Virginia, Cornwallis marched north in April, 
where he joined forces with Gen. Benedict Arnold.  The combined armies ranged about Virginia at will, until General 
Washington sent the Marquis de LaFayette with three regiments to reinforce the hopelessly outnumbered Baron Von 
Steuben.  In the face of this force, Cornwallis decided to establish a  coastal base in order to open a line of 
communication for resupply and reinforcement.  On August 1, he arrived at Yorktown, with LaFayette and Von Steuben  
hot on his heels.

The campaign which had commenced at King’s Mountain, in October of 1780, culminated in Cornwallis’ surrender on 
October 19, 1781, to the tune of “The World Turned Upside Down.”  Indeed it was, thanks, in large part, to backwoods 
riflemen.✯

From Point Pleasant to Blue Licks   by John Burch

John Burch

Chapter Constitution Changes Approved 
The proposal to Modify Article V - Officers, Section 3: Term of office was approved at the Board of Governors meeting 
held August 15 and ratified at the September 10th regular meeting.   The change reduced the term of office from two 
years to one year and clarified the progression of VP to president.  With that change in place, members are now coming 
forward to serve in leadership positions.

A second change amended Article XVII, Minutes of Meetings and Quorums Section 4 allowing a motion to dispense with 
the reading of the minutes if written copies are provided to all in attendance.  ✯
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On Saturday, August 20th, 2011, The Lafayette Chapter KYSSAR was honored 
to join ranks with several chapters of the Kentucky Society Sons of the American 
Revolution along with members of the West Virginia Society, Tennessee Society 
and several chapters of CAR in a ceremony marking the 229th anniversary of the 
Battle of Blue Licks.  

The Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter annually memorializes the event which is 
arguably the last battle of the Revolution with a wreath laying ceremony, a 21 
gun salute, a flag folding ceremony and a musical tribute on the Saturday in 
September closest to the actual event.  

President John Burch is pictured laying a wreath from the Lafayette Chapter 
honoring those who perished that day. Lafayette Chapter members in attendance 
were Al Coleman, Roger Bain, Jim Strohmeier, Steve Skinner, Don Adams, Del 
White, Bob and Donna Hughes and John and Betsy Burch.  First time attendees 
Bain, Skinner and Coleman were touched by the ceremony and left encouraged 
to attend more events of this nature.

After the ceremony a re-enactment of the battle took place on the Blue Licks 
Battlefield State Park grounds.  ✯

Fallen Honored at Blue Licks 

As is our custom of late, when newly approved members of our chapter attend their first meeting, they are officially 
welcomed in a ceremony and presented with a rosette.  

The Rosette is the official recognition emblem of the 
Sons of the American Revolution.  Its blue and buff 
colors represent the colors in the uniform worn by 
General George Washington.  It is to be proudly worn 
on the left lapel of a sport coat, or collar of a shirt when 
no jacket is worn. 

Curtis Wilcoxen was presented his rosette at the 
August 15th board of governors meeting.  He 
addressed the gathering saying, “Joining the SAR is 
part of following in my fathers footsteps assuming the 
roll of historian of our family.”  

James  Mallory, our most recent inductee, received his 
rosette at the September 10th meeting and said, “I will 
wear the rosette with great pride”  ✯

Mallory Receives Rosette in Ceremony 

John Burch at Memorial
photo by John Huffman

James Mallory and John Burch
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“Respect for our national 
symbol, the American 

Flag” and our ancestors 
who served and 

struggled during the 
fight for independence is 
a cornerstone of  SAR.

Some Regional DAR Contacts

Jessieann Houck Wells, Regent
Kentucky State DAR

Patricia Kimbrell
Capt. John McKinley Chapter

Sarah Hamilton
Lexington Chapter

Nancy Thoma
Transylvania Chapter

Milie McKelway
Capt John Waller

Jan Clark
Bryan Station Chapter

Jacqueline West
Trabu Chapter

Jennifer Spradlin
Gen.  Marquis Calmes Chapter

Cindy Codell
Hart Chapter

 Elizabeth (Betsy) Burch
Boonesboro Chapter

Fredia Shoemaker
Jemima Boone Chapter

Conchita Grall
Jane McAfee Chapter

Kathy Hignight
St. Asaph Chapter

For a complete list with contact 
information visit

http://www.kentuckydar.org/

This is the fifth in a series of articles discussing the ten objects enumerated in 
the Lafayette Chapter Constitution.  Current leadership intends to use that 
document as our roadmap during the next biennium and it will serve us well  to 
discuss each object in detail. 

The fifth object states,  “To encourage historical research in relation to the 
American Revolution and the study of American history and the principles of 
American Government.” 

On the surface this object seems lofty, if not unattainable.  We may not be in the 
position to fund research on the national  level, commission an author to write a 
book, cause a movie or TV program to be written with limited chapter funds.

However, if you look at the potential of a combined effort of SAR’s 28,000 
members living in all  50 states and 23 foreign countries, it is a different story.  
That potential is already evident with the newly renovated Genealogical  Library, 
located on Louisville’s museum row.  At that facility, among the largest collection 
of iron facade buildings outside of SoHO in New York, the second step is well 
under way.  The continued renovation of the facility that will house a museum 
with interactive galleries, the Drinkard Education Center, and space to increase 
civic literacy and pride in our country and heritage is now under construction. 

The facility will be known as the Center for Advancing America’s Heritage.  Rice 
Aston, SAR President General in 2002-03 said of the title, “These words dictate 
what the Sons of the American Revolution ought to be, what it can be, and what 
it must be:  the preserver and standard bearer of our heritage and a humble 
messenger to the world of the blessings of freedom, liberty, and opportunity”.

In 2008, a report by the Intercollegiate Studies Institute’s National Civic Literacy 
Board entitled ‘Our Fading Heritage... Americans Fail a Basic Test on Their 
History and Institutions”, shows that during a random sample of adults of all 
backgrounds less than half could name all  three branches of the government.  It 
further showed that only 21% know that the phrase “government of the people, 
by the people, for the people” comes from Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and only 
53% know that the power to declare war belongs to Congress.  43% incorrectly 
believe it belongs to the President.  The institute concluded by saying, “If we fail 
to teach our children how American freedom was established and preserved, we 
cannot expect them to pass it on to future generations.”

Your membership in SAR is a start. There are some who want to disparage those 
who are not active, but I emphatically say that you make a valid contribution by 
just paying your dues.  If you can do more, we are waiting.  There is a capital 
campaign under way on the national level  to completely fund this project.  If you 
are interested in supporting this effort, go to the SAR Foundation section at 
Http://www.sar.org for more information.

On the chapter level  there are several ways to make progress toward these 
objects.  We could purchasing and donate the DVD series on The Revolutionary 
War.  We already sponsor poster contests, fund awards and cash prizes for 
essays and orations, etc.  Maybe it is time to start a speakers bureau with 
volunteers available to speak at schools, civic organizations and clubs.

Let’s not be intimidated in to doing nothing.  Every successful journey begins with 
a single step, together we can make a difference.  ✯

Chapter Objectives: An Editorial

Http://www.sr.org
Http://www.sr.org
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National Society
Sons of the

 American Revolution
100 South Fourth St.
Louisville, KY 40203

(502)-589-1776

http://www.sar.org

Lafayette Chapter News 
is Published Quarterly

Del White, Editor 
875 Cornishville Rd

Harrodsburg, KY 40330

E-MAIL:
dbwhite3@mac.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org

The Sons of the American Revolution 
is the leading male lineage society that 
perpetuates the ideals of the war for 
independence.
  
As a historical, educational, and 
patriotic non-profit corporation, we 
seek to maintain and expand the 
meaning of patriotism, respect for our 
nat ional symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and the unifying 
force of "e pluribus unum" that was 
created from the people of many 
nations -- one nation and one people. 

You must first be accepted into the 
National Society proving lineage to a 
patriot before joining state and local 
chapters.  Please, contact us if you are 
interested in joining our organization. ✯

SAR Pledge:  “We the 
descendants of the 
heroes of the American 
Revolution who, by their 
sacrifices, established 
the United States of 
America, reaffirm our 
faith in the principals of 
liberty and our 
Constitutional Republic, 
and solemnly pledge 
ourselves to defend 
them against every foe.”

About our Organization

875 Cornishville Road
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

http://www.sar.org
http://www.sar.org

