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T h e L a f a y e t t e 
c h a p t e r m e t a t 
Duncan Tavern in 
P a r i s , K Y o n 
Saturday December 
10 for their 52nd 
annual meet ing.  
After the routine 
business of the day 
was concluded, a 
s late of off icers 
including Del White 
for president, Alfred 
Coleman for VP, 

D o n A d a m s f o r 
secretary, Greg Landon for treasurer, Al Coleman for registrar, James Evans for 
historian, Ted Kuster  for chaplain, Michael Krause for Eagle Scout chairman, John 
Burch for ROTC chairman & color guard commander, and Don Adams for essay and 
oration chairman was presented for consideration.  Our constitution requires 
solicitation of nominations from the floor, and hearing none, the slate was elected 
unanimously.

After being installed as president, Del White presented immediate past president 
John Burch with a certificate of appreciation and the SAR Chapter Past President’s 
pin.  He then presented service awards to other compatriots in attendance.

Roger Bain was presented the Bronze Good Citizenship medal for his outstanding 
service in establishing our presence at naturalization ceremonies held at the Federal 
Courthouse in Lexington and for planning our presentation at Veterans Elementary 
School.  The bronze medal is presented on the chapter level for service other than to 
Veterans or the SAR.  Steve Skinner was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for 
long and faithful service to the Lafayette Chapter  as our long time treasurer.

Leslie Durbin, Michael  Krause and James Strohmeier were present to receive 5 year 
service certificates.  Other certificates were awarded and have beeb mailed.  ✯

Please, welcome Jonathan Neil  Appler 
and John Louis Hume approved on 9/28 
and Roger Wayne Coldiron and Mark 
Anthony Lovell approved on 11/17. 

We sadly note the passing of Compatriot 
William Randall Morris, a member of our 
chapter for 34 years.  Morris also served 
as KYSSAR president in 1985. ✯

Membership

Annual Meeting at Duncan Tavern

Lafayette Members and Guests at Duncan Tavern
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Monday, January 16:  LSAR BOM Meeting 6:30 p.m.  Location: Turf Room, Crowne Plaza - Campbell House 
Inn,   No reservations required.  A representative from Veterans Affairs has been invited to speak.

Saturday, December 8:  LSAR Quarterly Meeting / Oration, Essay and Eagle Scout Competitions. 9 a.m. 
Location: Turf Room, Crowne Plaza - Campbell House Inn,   Reservations are not required.  Breakfast will be 
served from the menu.  Contests will be the program.

Friday, January 20: Lecture on George Washington.  Location: SAR HQ, 1000 S. 4th St., Louisville.  Dr A. 
Edward Fersht on George Washington. email Joe Parish at <jparish@insightbb.com> to reserve space.

Saturday, March 10: KYSSAR Spring Meeting 9:30 a.m. Location: Receptions Banquet Center, 1379 
Donaldson Hwy, Erlanger, KY  Reservations are required because this is a catered affair.  Send $22 to Dick 
Bierman,  to arrive by end of business Saturday March 3rd.  Deduct $2 if you wish to forego dessert.

Monday, March 19: LSAR Board of Managers Meeting 6:30 p.m.  Location: Turf Room, Crowne Plaza - 
Campbell House Inn,   Reservations are not required.  

Regional events, last-minute updates and special activities will be posted at http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm .  ✯

Upcoming Events

Color Guard Activities
Members of the Lafayette Color guard have been busy 
this quarter participating with members of  other 
chapters as the Kentucky Society Color Guard events.  
Greg Hodge, John Burch and Roger Bain, pictured 
right,  joined members of the Governor Isaac Shelby 
and the Big Sandy Chapters KYSSAR at  a grave 
marking service in Winchester on Sunday October 16. 

The KYSSAR color guard assisted the Hart Chapter 
DAR in the grave marking service held at the 
Winchester Cemetery on Lexington Road,  honoring 
Captain Thomas Wright,   a revolutionary war patriot 
and Kentucky Pioneer. 

Cindy D. Codell, Regent, Hart Chapter NSDAR and 
Rev. Forrest Chiltion, President, KYSSAR were in 
attendance and extended a welcome to all who 
attended.  Leslie Miller, Hart Chapter NSDAR, a descendant of the patriot, was the master of ceremonies for the event.  
She  read an essay on the life and service of Captain Wright.  A musket salute, wreath laying ceremony, musical tribute, 
and folding and presentation of the flag was done in honor of Captain Wright.  

Roger Bain, Jim Strohmeier and Del White participated with other Kentucky Society members October 29th in a DAR 
event at the Frankfort Cemetery honoring a Revolutionary War Patriot.  The color guard posted the colors for the  event, 
held at the DAR section of the cemetery.

There were many other opportunities to serve however, our small group  cannot attend every event.  Additional 
members are needed.  If you are interested in joining the color guard you are encouraged to contact color guard 
commander, John Burch or any other color guard member for details.  ✯

Greg Hodge, John Burch & Roger Bain
 Photo by Charlie Scott

mailto:jparish@insightbb.com
mailto:jparish@insightbb.com
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
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In his August 7, 1782 General Order establishing the Badge of Military Merit, “the figure of a heart  in 
purple cloth,” General Washington emphasized that “not only instances of unusual gallantry, but also 
of extraordinary fidelity and essential service in any way shall meet with a due reward.”

The first of two recipients of the Badge of Military Merit, on May 3, 1983, was Sergeant 
Elijah Churchill, of the 4th Troop, 2nd Regiment of the Continental  Light Dragoons, a unit 
which had conducted some of the most daring cavalry raids of the Revolution.  Churchill 
was cited for his bold leadership of the advance parties in raids against Forts St. George 
and Slongo, on Long Island, in 1780 and 1781, respectfully.  Both attacks resulted in the 
destruction of the installations and the capture of tons of military stores.

The second recipient, was Sergeant William Brown, of the 5th Connecticut Regiment, for 
his extraordinary courage displayed at Yorktown.  On the night of October 14, 1781, 
Sergeant brown led the advance party of Lt. Colonel  Alexander Hamilton’s troop against 
Redoubt No. 10.  Armed only with bayonets affixed to unloaded muskets to ensure silence 

and surprise, they took that position in ten minutes of vicious fighting.

The third recipient, on June 10 1783, was Sergeant Daniel Bissell of the 2nd Connecticut Regiment, one of Washington’s 
most productive pies.  Posing as  a deserter, Bissell joined Benedict Arnold’s Corps of Loyalists in New York City.  From 
August 14, 1781 to September 29, 1782, Bissell  Served as a quartermaster sergeant for Arnold, gathering vast amounts 
of information regarding British logistics and deployments in and around New York.

For too long, many historians have been certain that these three noncommissioned officers, known to have received the 
award from General  Washington’s own hand, were the only recipients of this forerunner of today’s Purple Heart.  
Recently, however, volunteer researchers, members of the Military Order of Purple Heart, have discovered three more.

The discharge certificate of John Sithins, of the 2nd New Jersey Regiment, signed by General Washington on June 5, 
1783, noted that “The above fifer Sithins has been honored with the Badge of Merit for seven years faithful service.  

In addition, the pension claim by the heirs of Peter Shumway, of the 4th Massachusetts Regiment, following his death on 
June 7, 1832, the commissioner of pensions certified that Shumway was discharged with the Badge of Military Merit for 
six years faithful service on June 9, 1783.

The third On the discharge document of Sergeant William Dutton, of the 7th Massachusetts Regiment, dated June 10, 
1783, Lieutenant Colonel J. Brooks, the regimental commander, certified that Sergeant Dutton “has been honored with 
the Badge of Merit for seven years faithful service.

Undoubtedly, there are more, still awaiting discovery! ✯

From Point Pleasant to Blue Licks   by John Burch

John Burch

Over $400 donated to Operation Military Cheer
The Lafayette Chapter participated in “Operation Military Cheer” for the first time this Christmas season.  Operation 
Military Cheer, sponsored by the Kentucky National Guard Family Programs is an effort to reach out to serving military 
families who may need assistance during the holidays.  Over 440 youth were provided gifts last year. The Lafayette 
Chapter agreed to  donate up to $150 from chapter funds on a 50/50 match from chapter compatriots donations.  Due to  
our compatriots generosity, were able to contribute a total of $420 to a military family in need.

This is the least we can do for service men and women who sacrifice so much  of themselves for our country.  I am proud 
so many of you met the challenge.  Thank you for your generosity.  ✯
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On November 3, the Lafayette Chapter KYSSAR joined the 
Lexington, Hart and Transylvania chapters DAR in the third 
annual Veteran’s Day meeting held at the Lexington Country 
Club.  

This year’s speaker was Louisville-Thruston KYSSAR 
member an editor of the Kentucky Monthly Magazine,   
Stephen Vest.  Compatriot Vest regaled those in attendance 
with a discussion of the Kentucky Magazine, and what makes 
Kentucky’s people unique quoting several comments 
appearing in the magazine’s editorial Vested Interests.

Vest is also the editor of the SAR Magazine, a quarterly 
publication of the National Society Sons of the American 
Revolution.

The event is already on the books for the 2012 SAR calendar.  
The Lafayette Color Guard posted the colors for the event.  ✯

Joint Veterans Dinner with DAR

On November 21, 2011, the 5th grade class of 
Veterans Park Elementary school in Lexington, 
held Colonial Day in celebration of Thanksgiving.  
The entire class of more than 100 children 
dressed in Colonial style clothes and participated 
in special  activities that day to commemorate the 
Colonial era and the Thanksgiving holiday.

As a special feature of the day’s activities, two 
members of the local Lafayette Chapter of the 
Kentucky Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution presented a program about life in the 
Colonies.  Roger Bain, and Del  White discussed 
civilian and military clothing.  In addition, they 
showed the development of our national flag and a 
presented a segment on colonial  era money.  Fifth 
grade teacher, Ms. Shannon Feenick was the 

coordinator of the annual Colonial Day event and appreciated our visit.

Each of the four classes participating sent thank you letters to both Bain and White.  Roger Bain said, “The program 
seemed to be well  received by the students and teachers alike.”  He also stated,  “The students were attentive, well 
mannered, asked questions of the presenters, and eagerly responded when asked a question.”  White agreed with Bain 
and added, “It was a rewarding experience to share information about the Revolutionary War era with such eager 
students”.  ✯

LSAR Visits Veterans Park Elementary by Roger Bain

Ted Kuster, John Burch, Bob Hughes, Roger Bain, Del White & Don Adams
with Regents Sarah Hamilton, Cindy Codel, and Nancy Thoma 

photo by Les Durbin

Roger Bain in front of the 5th grade class at Veterans Park Elementary photo by VPE Staff
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“Respect for our national 
symbol, the American 

Flag” and our ancestors 
who served and 

struggled during the 
fight for independence is 
a cornerstone of  SAR.

Some Regional DAR Contacts
http://www.kentuckydar.org/

Jessieann Houck Wells, Regent
Kentucky State DAR

Patricia Kimbrell
Capt. John McKinley Chapter

Sarah Hamilton
Lexington Chapter

Nancy Thoma
Transylvania Chapter

Milie McKelway
Capt John Waller

Jan Clark
Bryan Station Chapter

Jacqueline West
Trabu Chapter

Jennifer Spradlin
Gen.  Marquis Calmes Chapter

Cindy Codell
Hart Chapter

 Elizabeth (Betsy) Burch
Boonesboro Chapter

Fredia Shoemaker
Jemima Boone Chapter

Conchita Grall
Jane McAfee Chapter

Kathy Hignight
St. Asaph Chapter

Carolyn Krist
Jemima Johnson 

The sixth in a series of articles discussing the ten objects enumerated in the 
Lafayette Chapter Constitution is postponed until  the April 2012 publication for 
lack of space in this issue.  The 2012 leaders continue to look to that document 
as our roadmap during the next year.  I look forward to discussing each object in 
detail in future publications.  ✯

Chapter Objectives: An Editorial

Eagle Scout Competition by Lucien Rice
The Sons of the American Revolution has recognized the 
common bonds of purpose and principles shared by the 
SAR and The Boy Scouts of America for many years.  
SAR is proud to be involved in the Arthur M & Berdina 
King Eagle Scout scholarship competition and we look 
forward to hearing from chapter winners in February.  The 
scholarship competition is open to any Eagle Scout that 
is still  registered actively in a Scout unit, provided he 
does not reach his 19th birthday in the calendar year of 
application.

At each level a judging committee selects a first, second, and third place winner to 
move forward to next level.  Awards and recognition may be made at each level.  
Only the state winner is forwarded to the National Committee.  Since the National 
SAR Headquarters is in Louisville, KY, and information is available on line at 
Http://www.SAR.org, information and applications should be easy to get.  Local 
councils should keep literature and applications on hand in their scout shops.
 
All  scout councils are urged to promote this program in several ways.  These 
include:  Staff Meetings, Executive Board Meetings, Council NESA 
Committees, council newsletters, Advancement Committees, Roundtables, 
Training Courses, Summer Camp, Eagle presentations and yearly Eagle 
Recognition Dinners. 

It is worth noting that Retired professional  scouters, Robert E. Burt and Tom 
Burgess. gave early leadership to this scholarship program establishing many of 
the procedures and awards used today.  

    Important yearly dates to remember: 
 Oct - Nov - Dec Applications due in Local Councils      
 Jan 15th - Applications due in Local SAR Chapters    
 Feb 10th - Applications due in State Chairman's hand   
 March 1st - State Winner Application due in National Committee's hand. 
 
Keep in mind that National Winners get an $8,000, $4,000 and $2,000 
scholarships.   Feel  free to write or call me, Lucien H. Rice,  State Chairman, at 
1341 Copper Creek Dr. Lexington, KY 40514-1271 or call at 859-296-2303, if you 
have any questions about the program.  ✯

Lucien H. Rice

http://www.kentuckydar.org
http://www.kentuckydar.org
Http://www.SAR.org
Http://www.SAR.org
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National Society
Sons of the

 American Revolution
100 South Fourth St.
Louisville, KY 40203

(502)-589-1776

http://www.sar.org

Lafayette Chapter News 
is Published Quarterly

Del White, Editor 
875 Cornishville Rd

Harrodsburg, KY 40330

E-MAIL:
dbwhite3@mac.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org

The Sons of the American Revolution 
is the leading male lineage society that 
perpetuates the ideals of the war for 
independence.
  
As a historical, educational, and 
patriotic non-profit corporation, we 
seek to maintain and expand the 
meaning of patriotism, respect for our 
nat ional symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and the unifying 
force of "e pluribus unum" that was 
created from the people of many 
nations -- one nation and one people. 

You must first be accepted into the 
National Society proving lineage to a 
patriot before joining state and local 
chapters.  Please, contact us if you are 
interested in joining our organization. ✯

SAR Pledge:  “We the 
descendants of the 
heroes of the American 
Revolution who, by their 
sacrifices, established 
the United States of 
America, reaffirm our 
faith in the principals of 
liberty and our 
Constitutional Republic, 
and solemnly pledge 
ourselves to defend 
them against every foe.”

About our Organization

875 Cornishville Road
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

http://www.sar.org
http://www.sar.org

