
Established April 1960                           Lafayette Chapter, Kentucky Society Sons of the American Revolution

January 2011
Volume 1, Issue 6 Lafaye!e Chapter News

Whatʼs Inside

New Location 2
Author Speaks 2
2011 Events  2
John Burch 3
Color Guard 4
New Officers 4
Editorial 5
About Us 6

Officers

President:
John Burch

Vice President:
Del White

Secretary:
Don Adams

Treasurer:
Stephen Skinner

Registrar:
Al Coleman

Historian:
James Evans

Chaplain:
Ted Kuster

The Lafayette Chapter of the Kentucky 
Society SAR met at Historic  Duncan 
Tavern for its 50th annual  meeting 
December 11, 2010.  

A slate of officers was presented that 
included John Burch for president, Del 
White for vice-president, Don Adams for 
secretary, Steve Skinner for treasurer, Al 
Coleman for registrar, James Evans for 
historian, Ted Kuster for chaplain, Greg 
Hodge for color guard commander, 
Michael Krause for Eagle Scout 
chairman, John Burch  for ROTC 

chairman, and Don Adams for essay 
and oration chairman.  There were no 
other nominations from the floor.  The 
slate was elected unanimously for the  
2011-2012 biennium.

After being installed, president John 
Burch presented immediate past 
president, Jim Strohmeier with the SAR 
Chapter Past President’s Pin.  He then 
presented service awards to other 
compatriots in attendance.

With 40 years, James Evans had the 
distinction of being the member with the 
longest service. He was followed by 
D o n 
A d a m s 
with 20, 
S t e v e 
Skinner 
with 15, 
L u c i e n 
R i c e 
1 0 , Te d 
Kuster 5, 
J o h n 
L a n d o n 
5, John Burch 5, and Greg Hodge 5 
years.  If you were not present to 
receive your longevity certificate, it will 
be mailed to you by the end of the year.

President Burch presented the SAR 
Rosette to first time attendee B. Read 
Miller at the December meeting. 
 
Although they have visited before, Greg 
and John Landon, newly transferred 
from the New Jersey Society, attended 

as members for the first time.  Please, 
make a point to welcome these new 
members.

The Lafayette Chapter, at 80 members, 
is now Kentucky’s second largest 
chapter.  

Membership

Changing of the Guard

Burch presents Strohmeier with pin

James Evans & John Burch
Photo by Les Durbin
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Author Discusses Book

The Lafayette Chapter has found a location for its 
meetings for 2011.  The Crowne Plaza, or as longtime 
Lexington residents call it, the Campbell  House Inn, 
located at 1375 South Broadway in Lexington, has 
agreed to schedule meeting space for our group for the 
entire year.

Our four board of governor’s meetings scheduled next 
year, will be held on the third Monday evenings in 

January, April, August and November at 6:30 p.m.  They 
will  be held in the Turf Room adjacent to the restaurant.  
We will be able to order from the lounge or restaurant 
menu and there will be no charge for the room if total 
food orders exceed $175.  You are encouraged to attend 
these “roll  up your sleeve” meetings if you want to have a 
say in the direction of our chapter.  No reservations will 
be required for these meetings.  We will occasionally 
have a speaker but the focus will  be discussing the 
business and direction of the chapter.

Our quarterly meetings will focus on programs and would 
be a great opportunity to include your wife or significant 
other in your SAR activity.  Only rudimentary business will 
be conducted; the balance of the meeting will  be 
dedicated to a speaker.  These meetings will be a catered 
affairs and, as such, will require reservations.  The 
Oration Contest in February, will  be held Friday night, 
February 11 and is the exception for meeting day.  The 
June, September and November meetings will  be held on 
the second Saturday mornings of the month and a 
brunch menu will be planned.

We are leaning toward scheduling our annual meeting 
and luncheon at the Duncan Tavern in Paris, again as a 
way of supporting the initiatives of the Kentucky DAR.

As always, check our website for last minute changes 
and opportunities.

Meeting Locations Set

Lafayette Chapter member, 
Lucien Rice was our guest 
speaker following our December 
luncheon at Duncan Tavern. 

Rice recently published The Rice 
- Hizer Connection, a Kentucky 
Family’s Legacy chronicling his 
family history.    In this memoir, 
he preserves the story of a by-
gone time as he describes the 

bond between his family and the Bluegrass State, the 
town of Morehead in Rowan County, and Morehead State 
University.  

Rice also leads the reader through the growth of the 
university, shares his adventures as a Boy Scout to Eagle 
Scout, and memorializes the activities of the Morehead 
Men's Club, including the antics of his father "Honie" 
Rice. 

The book is available at Joseph-Beth Books in Lexington.

Upcoming Events
January 17:  Board of Managers Meeting.  6:30 - 8 p.m. Location:  Turf Room, Crowne Plaza Hotel (Campbell 
House) 1375 S. Broadway, Lexington, to plan future meetings and discuss oration contestants submissions.                      
           Continued on Page 3

Lucien H. Rice

The Crowne Plaza Hotel (Campbell House)
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February 11: Quarterly Membership Meeting / Oration and Essay Contest. 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Location: Oak 
Room, Crowne Plaza Hotel ( Campbell House ) 1375 S. Broadway, Lexington. This is a dinner meeting.  Send 
your $20 check payable to LSAR, writing “Oration” in the memo line to: Treasurer. 1112 Aderly Ln., Frankfort, Ky. 
40601 to arrive by February 7.

March 3:  KYSSAR Annual Meeting. 10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Location: Talbot Tavern, 107 W. Stephen Foster Ave., 
Bardstown. Send your $20 check payable to KYSSAR, writing “Spring Mtg” in the memo line to: Dick Bierman, 
Treasurer. 9302 Springbrooke Cir., Louisville, Ky. 40241-3002 to arrive by February 28. 

Check our website regularly! Regional and statewide events, last-minute updates and special activities will be posted at http://
www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm .  Go to http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/2011LSARCalendar.pdf for our year at a glance 
calendar.

On June 14, 1775, The 
S e c o n d C o n t i n e n t a l 
Congress adopted the New 
England troops beseiging 
Boston as “the American 
continental army,” and it 
passed a resolution “that 
six companies of expert 
riflemen be immediately 
raised in Pennsylvania, two 
in Maryland, and two in 
Virginia,” and that they 
“shall  march and join the 
army near Boston.”

S o a v i d w e r e t h e 
frontiersmen for the patriot cause, when the Pennsylvania 
Rifle Battalion was organized, on July 25, rather than the 
six companies called for, nine were raised.  The first 
continental unit to arrive at Cambridge, on July 25, 1775, 
was Captain Doudel’s company of the Pennsylvania Rifle 
battalion of over-mountain men.

Throughout the summer and fall the frontiersmen amazed 
the locals with phenomenal feats of marksmanship.  On 
occasion, they even found time to take out a British 
officer or two - some 60 in all.  On the other hand, they 
were, for the most part,  a drunken and rowdy lot, given to 
incessant brawling, making a general nuisance of 
themselves.

Distinctly unimpressed with over-mountain bluster were 
the soldier-sailors of Colonel  John Glover’s Marblehead, 
Massachusetts, regiment.  These Gloucester fishermen 

lived lives of equal hardship and danger, and they cared 
not a whit for the frontiersmen’s claims of innate 
superiority.  By winter time, General  Washington, himself, 
was forced to intervene to break up a brawl  between 
several hundred over-mountain men and the 
Marbleheaders.

Fast forward one year.

Washington, determined to go on the offensive, after 
eternal flight from New York, with Cornwallis on his heels, 
decided on an attack on the Hessian garrison at Trenton, 
New Jersey.  To this end, Colonel Glover ’s 
Marbleheaders commandeered every Durham boat and 
ore barge to be found for miles up and down the 
Delaware.

Into a deadly maelstrom of whirling, clashing and 
crashing ice, Glover’s troops launched vessels laden with 
2400 solders and 18 cannon.  In the vanguard of the 
attacking force were the riflemen of Colonel Edward 
Hand’s Pennsylvania Rifle Battalion.  Everything 
depended on the team of the over-mountain men and the 
Marbleheaders on Christmas Day, 1776.

The Trenton garrison commander, Hessian Colonel 
Johann Rahl, commanded an effective force of some 
1550 men, comprising three full  regiments, some 20 light 
dragoon, and about 50 jaeger troops.  On December 26, 
1776, Washington’s forces fell upon the hapless 
Hessians, killing 22, wounding 92, and capturing some 
1400, with a loss of four wounded.  The worm had turned.  
Final victory lay years away, but it had been proven 
possible.

From Point Pleasant to Blue Licks   by John Burch

John Burch

Events cont’d

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/SAR2010N.pdf
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/SAR2010N.pdf
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Lafayette Chapter Color Guard has been busy since the 
publishing of our last newsletter.  Members have attended 
several events throughout the state.  Del White and Greg 
Hodge attended a grave-marking ceremony for Adam 
Dale in Woodford County on October 23.

Don Adams and Del 
White attended a trade 
fair at Locust Grove in 
Louisville on October 
30.  Adams, pictured 
left, tried on period 
attire at one of the 
vendor’s tents.  Don is 
s t i l l w o r k i n g o n 
assembling his period 
uniform.  

Members John Burch 
and Del  White attended 
the KYSSAR meeting 
in per iod a t t i re a t 
W i l l i a m s b u r g . o n 
November 6.  Member 
Jim Strohmeier chaired 

the meeting in his capacity as KYSSAR president.

White, Burch, Hodge and Adams presented the colors at 
a combined DAR / SAR luncheon held at the Lexington 
Country Club on November 4.  The Hart, Lexington and 
Transylvania Chapters DAR and the Lafayette Chapter 
SAR joined forces in a celebration of  veterans.  Keynote 
speaker Jim Wallace, a military band member himself,  
spoke on the 
h is to ry and 
importance of 
music in the 
military ranks.  
His comments 
took us from 
revolutionary 
w a r e r a 
m u s i c i a n s 
t h r o u g h 
modern day 
m i l i t a r y 
bands.

Greg Hodge spoke to his son’s Cub Scout Bear Pack 34 
meeting on September 18.  Hodge’s presentation, What 
makes America Special also focused on flag etiquette 
and finished with a musket demonstration. 

Color Guard

Jim Strohmeier, president of the Kentucky Society SAR 
presided over the officer installation ceremony 
immediately after their election December 11.  
Strohmeier concluded by saying, “Compatriots of the 
Lafayette Chapter, I have officially installed  these new 
officers duly elected by you.”  He further stated, “May I 
now remind you of your obligation to them?  Assist, 
support and encourage them in the discharge of their 
duties, thus furthering the principles and purpose of the 
Sons of the American Revolution.”

Serving as an officer takes someone who strongly 
believes in the organizations purpose and charter.  If you 
fit that description, we encourage you to step up.  We 
must guard against using our officers until they burn out.  
If you have a particular skill or desire to serve, we 
encourage you to speak up.  At the next annual meeting 
we will need to elect a vice-president.  White, the current 

V.P., is slated to advance to president-elect status.  
These officers were elected to  two-year terms, and most 
have served before.  

2011-2012 Officers Installed 

Newly elected officers (l to r) Greg Hodge, Color Guard; Don Adams, 
Secretary; Del White, V.P.; John Burch, President; James Evans, 

Historian;  Steve Skinner, Treasurer and Ted Kuster, Chaplain 
Photo by Nadine White

Del White & Don Adams
Photo by J.C. Barnett 

Del White, John Burch, Greg Hodge & Don 
Adams at DAR/SAR Meeting 

Photo by Les Durbin
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Respect for our national 
symbol, the American 

Flag and our ancestors 
who served and 

struggled during the 
fight for independence is 
a cornerstone of  SAR.

Some Regional DAR Contacts

Jessieann Houck Wells, Regent
Kentucky State DAR

Patricia Kimbrell
Capt. John McKinley Chapter

Sarah Hamilton
Lexington Chapter

Nancy Thoma
Transylvania Chapter

Milie McKelway
Capt John Waller

Jan Clark
Bryan Station Chapter

Jacqueline West
Trabu Chapter

Jennifer Spradlin
Gen.  Marquis Calmes Chapter

Cindy Codell
Hart Chapter

 Elizabeth (Betsy) Burch
Boonesboro Chapter

Fredia Shoemaker
Jemima Boone Chapter

Conchita Grall
Jane McAfee Chapter

Kathy Hignight
St. Asaph Chapter

For a complete list with contact 
information visit

http://www.kentuckydar.org/

This is the second in a series of articles discussing the ten objects enumerated in 
the Lafayette Chapter Constitution.  Current leadership intends to use that 
document as its roadmap during the next biennium and it will  serve us well to 
discuss each object in detail. 

The second object states,  “To promote fellowship among their descendants” .

When I first read this object, I was surprised that it had been included, and that it 
ranked second in order of importance.  After pondering the issue, I realized the 
wisdom of its insertion and placement.

There is an inherent safety in numbers which allows us to venture into the 
unknown or at least skirt the uncomfortable and do things as a group that we 
would never have attempted individually.  That can be both good and bad, but in 
this case, it will come in handy when we attempt to accomplish other objects like 
fostering true patriotism and celebrating important anniversaries of the War for 
Independence.

The group, by its sheer size and combined resources, can accomplish tasks 
collectively that individuals alone cannot.  There are a fair number of our chapter 
members who are still employed.  With the demands of work, church, home and 
social life it is difficult to attend every event sponsored by our chapter.  With a 
healthy group size, there is always enough participation to accomplish the task at 
hand.  Those who cannot attend every meeting or event need not feel guilty 
about their absence, which encourages them to participate when feasible.

There is also the added benefit of numbers when you are attempting to attract 
quality programing for our meetings.  It is embarrassing to convince a speaker to 
attend our meeting and only have six show up.  Here comes the Catch 22:  
People do not attend meetings because programing is sub-par and programing 
is sub-par because we do not have a large enough crowd to attract quality 
speakers. 

When I first became involved in SAR I was a little taken aback with compatriots 
dressing in period attire.  You see, I am not the theatrical  type and am sometimes 
uncomfortable with those who are.  I would attend events but dress in street 
clothing, such as a tie and sports coat, ostensibly to blend into the crowd.  What I 
didn’t realize was the positive impression that was left on the public  when they 
witnessed the group “in uniform.”  I recall  my first grave marking when almost 15 
compatriots in were involved in marking graves of Revolutionary War Patriots at 
Old Mud Meeting House in Harrodsburg.  Seeing the way the public and family 
members interacted with those dressed in period attire, I overcame my hesitancy, 
embarrassment, and shyness and now have two sets of clothing and am working 
on more.  Without the example of group, I never would have attempted dressing 
in period.  One unexpected result is that by dressing the part it makes the event 
seem more personal.  In this case, the group acted as a positive example to 
follow. 

In conclusion, fellowship is important.  With the camaraderie built in group, you 
are more likely to participate in trips to national memorials and other events that 
foster patriotism.  That camaraderie also motivates you to come out to meetings 
on cold and dark nights.  Who knows, with the support of group we may even 
feel comfortable venturing into the classroom.

                                                                            To be continued next month. 

Chapter Objectives: An Editorial
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National Society
Sons of the

 American Revolution
100 South Fourth St.
Louisville, KY 40203

(502)-589-1776

http://www.sar.org

Lafayette Chapter News 
is Published Quarterly

Del White, Editor 
875 Cornishville Rd

Harrodsburg, KY 40330

TOLL FREE:
(888)716-4396

E-MAIL:
dbwhite3@mac.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org

The Sons of the American Revolution 
is the leading male lineage society that 
perpetuates the ideals of the war for 
independence.
  
As a historical, educational, and 
patriotic non-profit corporation, we 
seek to maintain and expand the 
meaning of patriotism, respect for our 
nat ional symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and the unifying 
force of "e pluribus unum" that was 
created from the people of many 
nations -- one nation and one people. 

You must first be accepted into the 
National Society proving lineage to a 
patriot before joining state and local 
chapters.  Please, contact us if you are 
interested in joining our organization.

SAR Pledge:  “We the 
descendants of the 
heroes of the American 
Revolution who, by their 
sacrifices, established 
the United States of 
America, reaffirm our 
faith in the principals of 
liberty and our 
Constitutional Republic, 
and solemnly pledge 
ourselves to defend 
them against every foe.”

About our Organization

875 Cornishville Road
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


