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The Lafayette chapter met at 
The Campbell House Inn in 
Lexington, KY on Saturday 
February  10 for their Youth 
Contestant meeting. 

Elizabeth Minor, a 10th grade 
student at Henry Clay High 
School in Lexington,  read 
her essay titled “Declaring 
the right to Free Patriotism”.  

As the  chapter winner, she 
was automatically entered 
into the state competition 
where she placed third, 
receiving a certificate and 

cash award at the March 10th meeting in Erlanger.  She is shown above with her 
certificate, monetary award, and Medal.

Elizabeth is part of the honors Academy at Henry Clay and is in Army Junior ROTC.  
Her extra curricular activities include varsity cross country, raider team , rifle team, 
Young Republicans, Y-Club, Kentucky Youth Assembly, Beta Club, Tom’s Squad *( a 
superintendent advisory committee) student council, Run the Streets ( a training 
program for young runners), and volunteers at the Veterans Affairs Hospital in 
Lexington.

Her hobbies include debating, running, writing, website design, and traveling.  She 
placed first in Kentucky for three consecutive years for the National History Day 
competition with history projects in the form of a web site.  Those wins entitled her to 
compete on the national level.  

She was chosen by her senior Army instructor to receive the Superior Cadet awardin 
her freshman year as the best cadet in her ROTC Let.  Undecided on her career 
aspirations, she wishes to attend Clemson University or Vanderbilt.  Her essay is 
published in its entirety on pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter.  ✯

Please, welcome William Lorenzo 
Hankla, Owen Braddock Neal, Reginald 
E Palmore, and Terry Ryan Anderson to 
our chapter. 

The Lafayette Chapter now has 93 
members. We lost three members during 
the billing cycle and gained four. ✯

Membership

Minor is Essay Winner
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Wednesday, April 4, 2012: LSAR Quarterly Meeting 11:30 a.m.  Location: Turf Room, Crowne Plaza - 
Campbell House Inn,   Reservations are required.  

Saturday, June 2, 2012 LSAR Summer Pic-Nic 11 a.m. 2p.m. Location :Lexmark  Picnic Pavilion

Monday, June 18, 2012: LSAR Quarterly Meeting - Flag Day 6:30 p.m.  Location: Applebee’s Restaurant, 
Nicholasville Road (near Outback Steak House)  Reservations are not required. 

Monday, August 20, 2012: LSAR Quarterly Meeting - Flag Day 6:30 p.m.  Location: Applebee’s Restaurant, 
Nicholasville Road (near Outback Steak House)  Reservations are not required.

Monday, September 17, 2012: LSAR Quarterly Meeting - Flag Day 6:30 p.m.  Location: Applebee’s 
Restaurant, Nicholasville Road (near Outback Steak House)  Reservations are not required.

Regional events, last-minute updates and special activities will be posted at http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm .  ✯

Upcoming Events

Color Guard
I have extolled the virtues and benefits 
of an active color guard in this 
publication frequently and won’t belabor 
the point.  We see new interest in our 
group  and the causes we embrace 
every time we dress out for an event.

Greg Hodge, a charter member and the 
original color guard commander, has 
accepted a transfer and is no longer 
able to attend our events.  Another 
charter member, John Burch stepped up 
and assumed the duties of the color 
guard commander.  Unfortunately, he 
has taken a sabbatical to deal with a 
serious health issue.

Color guard member Roger Bain 
(pictured back row left in photo) joined 
members of other Chapters and 
appeared as the Kentucky State Color 
Guard on Saturday April 7 to perform flag duty at the Kentucky DAR meeting.  It takes at least four members to present 
the colors and we need help  immediately.  Advice on period attire is readily available online and through catalogs such 
as Jas. Townsend. Military attire and militia, or civilian clothes are acceptable.
 
There are many opportunities to serve however, our small group  cannot attend every event.  Additional members are 
needed.  If you are interested in joining the color guard you are encouraged to contact Del White or any other color 
guard member for details.  ✯

Members of the Kentucky Color Guard

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
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Albert Einstein defined insanity as “doing the same thing over and over again and 
expecting different results.”  

Many times in my life I have attended a memorial of a family member or friend and quietly 
wished that I had mustered the courage to express my feelings or my gratitude for their 
friendship and camaraderie, before their time was up.  This article is an attempt to break 
that cycle.

My friend, John Burch, and Lafayette Chapter’s immediate past president 2010-11, and a 
frequent contributing writer to the Lafayette Chapter News under this headline, has taken a 
sabbatical  from his excellent writings about the history of battles of the Revolutionary war 
to deal  with a reoccurrence of his cancer that offers no cure.  Even the way he is dealing 
with this grim news, in a dignified and matter-of-fact manner, is an inspiration to me.  I have 
known John to always give his best to the cause, whether it was his military service, his 
affiliation to organizations such as the Sons of the American Revolution, or his personal life.  

We want John to know that we both acknowledge and appreciate his contribution to our chapter.

I recall when our chapter decided to start a color guard.  Some of the “non-military” members were having a hard time 
mastering the correct way to carry the flags, post arms, etc. and John insisted we learn how to do it correctly. I am 
continually amazed at his knowledge of the intricate details of history, understanding not only the action but the causality 
of the situation.  That insight has given me a different paradigm for understanding American history.  John, we appreciate 
your camaraderie, and what you have given to our chapter.  We wish you courage and strength for this final battle. ✯

From Point Pleasant to Blue Licks   by Del White

John Burch

Despite the common lack of daily participation in the pledge of allegiance recitation in American class rooms, America 
remains home to some of the most patriotic citizens in the world.  Every day, American men and women put their lives 
on the line for the sake of this great nation and the ideals it stands for through various jobs.  In order to preserve this 
sense of patriotism and pass it on to later generations, it is important that each and every person considers how this 
sense of pride in America was formulated.  Where did American patriotism originate from?  In 1776, history was made as 
a country, which would later become a world superpower, was brought to life through the Declaration of Independence.  
This document put the thoughts and ideas of Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and other courageous 
men into effect.  The Declaration of Independence was the catalyst for the spread of independent thinking and patriotism 
because of the courage it demonstrated on the part of its writers and the ideas it boldly expressed which had previously 
been only private thoughts.

 The Declaration can clearly be seen as an inspiration even in modern times because of its extraordinary text.  

Merriam-Webster defines patriotism as “love for or devotion to one’s country.” 1 Ironically, our country was founded due 
to the lack of patriotism towards Great Britain.  Thanks to the radical thoughts of Thomas Paine and Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau, Thomas Jefferson was inspired to communicate the idea of a social contract. 2 This belief was that all people 
live in a world in which government is necessary.  However, if the government is not proper and violates certain social 
rules and freedoms, rebellion is necessary.  This innovation of ideas was later transformed into the belief in three 

unalienable rights which were stated in the Declaration- Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 3 During that time 
period, no other government existed under the belief that their citizens were completely free and had the right to rebel.  
Freedom allowed Americans to live how they pleased and still show dedication to their nation.  In British culture, specific 
ideas, unfair taxes, and other abuses by King George III took place, so all soldiers were forced to be uniform in 
appearance and thoughts.  

Declaring the Right to Free Patriotism   by Elizabeth Minor
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Declaring the Right to Free Patriotism, Continued:
As the Revolutionary War began, this philosophy encouraged “The United States” greatly because men with beliefs 
across the spectrum were able to come together to fight for one common purpose.  All patriots wished to defend their 
rights to “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”  In fact, Charles F. Brown once said, “We

can’t all be Washingtons, but we can all be patriots.” 4  This urges the idea that it is not necessary to become president 
or do anything drastic in order to practice patriotism. 
 The unprecedented thoughts of Americans were led by the great men who dared to think differently.  Alexander 
Hamilton , Benjamin Franklin ,  George Washington , James Madison , John Adams ,  John Jay , and Thomas Jefferson  
are all considered to be the founding fathers of the United States of America.  Prior the American Revolution, treason 
against Great Britain was a great crime.  Severe punishment could have been awarded to all of those who rebelled 

against England. 5  Yet, numerous men and women chose to make it their mission to improve colonial life by becoming 
independent.  It is still true in America today that one leader in any mission has the ability to inspire many to join him or 
her as long as he or she is courageous enough to take the first step.  Together, the Revolutionary leaders took a step 
against the grain of British life by documenting their beliefs and grievances in the Declaration of Independence.  The 
leaders of this time inspired all patriots to live freely without having to worry about persecution.  The men and women 
who fueled our Revolution took many risks by distributing news related to the rebellion, taking care of the men who 
fought the war, refusing to obey British law, etc.  In one letter, Rachel Revere, the wife of Paul Revere, wrote to Dr. 
Benjamin Church in April 1775, “I beg you will take the best care of yourself and not attempt coming into this town again 
and if I have an opportunity of coming or sending out any thing or any of the Children I shall do it.”  Dr. Church was 
trusted by Ms. Revere to be a fellow rebel when, in reality, he was a British spy.  Her letter was later turned over to 

British officials. 6  One signer of the Declaration of Independence, Abraham Clark, caused his sons to be thrown in 
prison because of his rebellion.  Nevertheless, he continued his acts of rebellion because of the beliefs in the document 

he signed. 7  From small acts of rebellion to major battles against British troops, leaders of the Revolution popped up 
throughout the colonies because of the inspiring text and ideas of the Declaration of Independence.
 In modern society, Americans are beginning to take for granted the amazing freedoms the founding fathers 
worked so hard to attain.  Countless men and women have died to protect the ideals that the United States of America 
stands for and many more will die in the future.  Actions must be taken to revive the loyalty and passion of Americans.  
This can be done through the review of how patriotism came about in this country.  The founding fathers of America 
risked their lives by writing the Declaration of Independence so that later generations could reap the benefits of freedom.  
This, in turn, led to increased patriotism in the hearts of Americans.   They grew to love the freedoms they were granted 
and appreciate the risks that the founding fathers took. 

1  “Patriotism.” Merriam-Webster Dictionary. 2011.  2 SparkNotes Editors. “SparkNote on The American Revolution (1754–1781).” 
SparkNotes.com.  SparkNotes LLC. 2005. Web. 1 Dec. 2011. 3  Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Roger Sherman, Robert 
Livingston, and John Adams. Declaration of Independence. Web. <http://ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?
flash=true&doc=2&page=transcript>. 4  Cristine Busser. "Did 9/11 Pass You By? Here’s How to Continue Remembering All Year 
Long." Moving Tips. movingcost.com, 12 09 2011. Web. 28 Dec. 2011. <http://blog.movingcost.com/moving-tips/how-to-continue-
remembering-911-all-year-long.html>. 5  Stephen P. Kiernan. Authentic Patriotism. First Edition. New York: St. Martin's Press, 2010. 
36-50. Print. 6  Stephen J. Adler. Women's Letters, America From The Revolutionary War To The Present. 1st Ed. New York: The Dial 
Press, 2005. 15. Print. 7  Denise Kiernan, and Joseph D'Agnese. Signing Their Lives Away, The Fame And Misfortune Of The Men    
Who Signed The Declaration Of Independence. Philadelphia: Quirk Books, 2009. 82-84. Print.
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“Respect for our national 
symbol, the American 

Flag” and our ancestors 
who served and 

struggled during the 
fight for independence is 
a cornerstone of  SAR.

Some Regional DAR Contacts

Jessieann Houck Wells, Regent
Kentucky State DAR

Patricia Kimbrell
Capt. John McKinley Chapter

Sarah Hamilton
Lexington Chapter

Nancy Thoma
Transylvania Chapter

Milie McKelway
Capt John Waller

Jan Clark
Bryan Station Chapter

Jacqueline West
Trabu Chapter

Jennifer Spradlin
Gen.  Marquis Calmes Chapter

Cindy Codell
Hart Chapter

 Elizabeth (Betsy) Burch
Boonesboro Chapter

Fredia Shoemaker
Jemima Boone Chapter

Conchita Grall
Jane McAfee Chapter

Kathy Hignight
St. Asaph Chapter

For a complete list with contact 
information visit

http://www.kentuckydar.org/

This is the sixth in a series of articles discussing the ten objects enumerated in 
the Lafayette Chapter Constitution.  The 2012 leaders continue to look to that 
document as our roadmap during the next year.  I look forward to discussing 
each object in detail in future publications. 

I would like to combine objects six and seven for discussion here.  Item six 
states : to mark the scenes of that revolution by appropriate memorials.  Item 
seven states: to celebrate important anniversaries and events of that war.

Thanks to the diligence of our predecessors, most of the scenes of the revolution 
have been marked with appropriate historical markers and monuments and 
annual events at locations such as Blue Licks, Point Pleasant, Sycamore Shoals, 
Hannah’s Cow Pens, Guilford Courthouse, etc  are prevalent.  If you have not 
availed yourself to experience one of these events I highly recommend you do 
so.  Many of these memorials are at battle sites and associated grave sites.

I believe the challenge to our generation of compatriots is to locate and mark the 
graves sites of all  of the patriots who served in the Revolutionary War, whether 
they served in the military or performed services, like providing provisions to the 
troops.  These graves, frequently unmarked by anything but a limestone tablet in 
a secluded spot on someone’s farm, are being lost at an alarming rate.

I am honored to participate in an effort to document the location of these graves 
and the service of those interred on a national  level.  According to our records, 
there are over 2,700 such graves in Kentucky alone.  Some are in well 
maintained cemeteries and are properly marked with an SAR Patriot Bronze 
medal.  Some are known to be buried in Kentucky but the exact location of the 
burial site is lost, and some are in forgotten and overgrown plots.

The Patriot & Graves Registry is a searchable online database that lists vital data 
on patriots such as birth and death date, spouse, children, and military service.  
In addition, it provides the location of the grave site, including GPS coordinates 
when available. This information about our past will be vital  for future generations 
when attempting to trace their lineage.

This is not the first iteration of a database holding this data however it is the first 
that offers sophisticated searches. The old list was not very accessible nor was it 
easily updated. You could only search by last name. The new Patriot and Graves 
Registry is both accessible and searchable with concatenated searches.  Simply 
put, you can search by last name and as many other fields as you like

The new system went live on January 4 and was accessed over 9,000 times 
during its first 90 days of operation.  I urge you to access the site at your 
convenience, look up your ancestor and let us know if you have data that is not 
on the system.  The site can be accessed at http://patriot.sar.org and links are 
provided on that system for you to submit additional data. This is a worthwhile 
effort and I urge you to make it a priority.  ✯

Chapter Objectives: An Editorial

http://patriot.sar.org
http://patriot.sar.org
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National Society
Sons of the

 American Revolution
100 South Fourth St.
Louisville, KY 40203

(502)-589-1776

http://www.sar.org

Lafayette Chapter News 
is Published Quarterly

Del White, Editor 
875 Cornishville Rd

Harrodsburg, KY 40330

E-MAIL:
dbwhite3@mac.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org

The Sons of the American Revolution 
is the leading male lineage society that 
perpetuates the ideals of the war for 
independence.
  
As a historical, educational, and 
patriotic non-profit corporation, we 
seek to maintain and expand the 
meaning of patriotism, respect for our 
nat ional symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and the unifying 
force of "e pluribus unum" that was 
created from the people of many 
nations -- one nation and one people. 

You must first be accepted into the 
National Society proving lineage to a 
patriot before joining state and local 
chapters.  Please, contact us if you are 
interested in joining our organization. ✯

SAR Pledge:  “We the 
descendants of the 
heroes of the American 
Revolution who, by their 
sacrifices, established 
the United States of 
America, reaffirm our 
faith in the principals of 
liberty and our 
Constitutional Republic, 
and solemnly pledge 
ourselves to defend 
them against every foe.”

About our Organization

875 Cornishville Road
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

http://www.sar.org
http://www.sar.org

