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The Lafayette Chapter of the Kentucky 
Society SAR met at The Campbell 
House February 11 for the traditional 
Rumbaugh Oration Contest.

This national contest is open to all 
freshmen, sophomore, junior, and senior 
class members whether attending 
public, parochial, private or home 

schools.  Contestants competing at the 
chapter or state level must reside within 
that state. 

The contest is held in preliminary 
rounds at the chapter level  with the 
winner advancing to the state level.  
State winners then advance to the 
national level.  

The rules state that orations must be 
original and not less than five minutes or 
more than six minutes in duration, 
dealing with an event, personality, or 
d o c u m e n t p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e 
Revolut ionary War and show a 
relationship to America today.

The oration must be essentially the 
same as the submitted manuscript.  
Notes and props must not be used.

2009 Lafayette Chapter & State winner, 
John Aroutounian competed in this 
year’s contest after setting out last year 
to volunteer as a page in Washington, 
DC.  Aroutounian’s oration titled “ Man 
of Battle - Man of Peace“, spoke of  
George Washington’s act ions at 
Newburg, stirring the audience to a 
standing ovation.

Aroutounian represented the Lafayette 
chapter in the state contest held March 
5 at Talbot Tavern in Bardstown.  He 
placed second behind Gabe Moore.

Del White reported at the February 11 
meeting that we had a 97.9% retention 
rate with only one member not renewing 
his membership for 2011.  Since that 
report, that compatriot has paid and 
been re-instated taking us to 100%.

P lease , we lcome new members 
Cameron White 12/30/10, Robert W. 
(Bob) Hughes 3/12/11,  Andrew Gentry 
Caudill 3/15/11, and Austin Stephen Paul 
3/24/11. The Lafayette Chapter, at 84 
members, remains Kentucky’s second 
largest chapter.  

Membership

Rumbaugh Oration Contest Held

John Aroutounian, Oration Contestant
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Naturalization Ceremony Committee Set
At our January Board of 
m a n a g e r ’ s m e e t i n g , 
L a f a y e t t e C h a p t e r 
member, Roger Bain 
made a motion to have 
the Lafayette Chapter 
SAR attend Lexington’s 
naturalization ceremonies 
t o o f f e r o u r 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s a n d 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o 
A m e r i c a ’ s n e w e s t 
citizens. 

M o s t i n a t t e n d a n c e 
thought it was an idea 
that f i t well  into our        

Chapter’s mission however, there were many questions 
that could not be answered without further research.   
Questions included concerns that the SAR might be 
stepping on the toes of the DAR by attending, or that we 
might be engaging in an activity that was contrary to the 
wishes of the KYSSAR or NSSAR.  Additionally, concerns 
were voiced that immigration is a touchy issue and might 
be better avoided considering current public  opinion on 
the matter.  It was also brought up that we should have 
prepared remarks, so we need not ad-lib our comments.

To fully address those issues, an Ad-Hoc committee was 
established to investigate the matter and report back to 
the board at the February meeting.  Committee members 

included Roger Bain, Al Coleman, Del White and Chapter 
president John Burch. 

Roger already had already made contact with Susan 
Prater, Deputy Clerk of the Court.  She had invited him to 
come and be a spectator to see if it was something we 
could be comfortable attending.  He succeeded in 
securing an official invitation for our chapter to attend.

Bain, along with Coleman, White and Burch collaborated 
to develop remarks addressed to the newly naturalized 
citizens and their families in attendance.  our research 
showed that, not only did NSSAR and KYSSAR approve 
but, they regularly attended these types of events 
themselves. 

After the committee report, a motion was made to 
participate in naturalization proceedings at the United 
States District Court, Eastern District of Kentucky at 
Lexington.  After discussion all issues were resolved and 
the motion to participate passed unanimously.

Roger Bain and John Burch each attended separate 
naturalization proceedings on March 11, 2011.  There 
were two proceedings that day and President John Burch 
addressed the newly naturalized citizens at 11 a.m. and 
Roger addressed them at 2 p.m. along with The Bryan 
Station and Jemima Johnson Chapters DAR.

If you would like to participate in these events contact 
Roger Bain.  We will  only have one speaker per 
ceremony but it is well worth your time just to attend as a 

Roger Bain

April 18: Quarterly Membership Meeting /  6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Location: Turf Room, Crowne Plaza Hotel 
( Campbell House ) 1375 S. Broadway, Lexington. This is a dinner meeting however no reservations are required.  
You may order from the lounge or dining room menu.  The room is free if our total food order is greater than 
$175.00.

May 8:  LSAR Special Meeting / Grave Marking 3 p.m. Location: Richmond Cemetery The color guard is 
assisting the Boonesboro Chapter DAR by posting the colors.  

June 18:  LSAR Quarterly Meeting / Flag Day 9 a.m. Location: Oak Room, Crowne Plaza Hotel ( Campbell 
House ) 1375 S. Broadway, Lexington. All members are welcome.  Reservations are required.   

Check our website regularly! Regional and statewide events, last-minute updates and special activities will be posted at http://
www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm .  Go to http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/2011LSARCalendar.pdf for our year at a glance.

Upcoming Events

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/events.htm
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/SAR2010N.pdf
http://www.lafayettekyssar.org/SAR2010N.pdf
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On the morning of March 
15, 1781, Maj. Gen. Lord 
Charles Cornwallis found 
his line of march contested 
near Guilford Court House 
North Carolina, by some 
1,000 raw North Carolina 
Militia, resting their rifles on 
split rail fences.  They were 
flanked by hundreds of 
dragoons, light cavalry, 
back country riflemen, and 
musket-bearing, bayonet-
w i e l d i n g i n f a n t r y .  
Somewhere in the dense 

woods and underbrush behind them lurked an army of 
unknown strength, commanded by Maj. Gen. Nathanael 
Greene, an opponent of proven worth.  Nevertheless, 
ever contemptuous of the rude colonials, Cornwallis 
ordered an attack.  To the skirl of the pipes, and the 
thunder of the drums, his splendid little army charged into 
the unknown.  The Carolinians fired two volleys, and then 
vanished.

As the British formations plunged into the forest, they 
were soon slowed and disrupted by dense underbrush, 
hidden ravines and gullies, and incessant rebel rifle fire 
from their flanks.  Some 300 yards into the woods, they 
encountered a line of about 1,200 battle-hardened 
Virginia militia scattered through the trees and brush, 
firing and falling back, while Overmountain riflemen, flank 
and rear, wrote a British officer, “did great execution” with 
“ a galling fire.”

Almost 500 yards beyond this second line, Greene 
waited, in an open field, with the backbone of his army, 
four Continental line regiments totaling over 1,500 

veterans, supported by the hundreds of backwoods 
riflemen, dragoons and light calvary who had fallen back 
from the first line.  As the first British soldiers staggered 
into the light, all semblance of formation lost, the roar of 
battle could still  be heard, flank and rear.  Rebels and 
redcoats, militia and regulars, infantry and cavalry, were 
quickly drawn into a savage melee of hand to hand 
combat.  Cornwallis ordered his artillery to engage the 
struggling mass of men with deadly grapeshot, mowing 
down both friend and foe in the murderous fire.  Greene 
reformed his forces, dressed his lines, and marched 
away, ceding the field to Cornwallis. 

The six-month campaign of the little army of back country 
militia, so suddenly assembled at Sycamore Shoals, 
abruptly ended at Guilford Court House.  Greene listed 79 
killed, 185 wounded, and 1046 missing, mostly militia.  
Many lay dead or dying in the wooded ravines.  Most 
simply went home, vanishing into the hills and history 
books.

Cornwallis listed 93 killed, 413 wounded, and 26 missing 
in his report, a catastrophic loss of 27 percent of his 
command.  When word of the engagement reached 
London, Charles James Fox spoke for many war-weary 
members for Parliament when he opined that “Another 
such victory would ruin the British Army.”  A few months 
earlier, Cornwallis had claimed that ”for the numbers 
there never was so fine an army.”  But, he broke it, at 
Hanna’s Cow Pens, in the race to the Dan, and at 
Guilford Courthouse.  In a scant three months, he had 
lost half of his force.

Conceding the South to the rebels, Cornwallis set sail 
from Wilmington to Yorktown seeking to join his forces 
with those of Gen. Benedict Arnold.  That worked out 
well, didn’t it?

From Point Pleasant to Blue Licks   by John Burch

John Burch

Historically, it has bee a difficult task to keep membership 
records current.  There are always several  officers 
needing to change data, and of course, they never 
reconciled that data with each other.  Without a common 
interface, no one’s records were truly accurate.  

A database was formed that could be shared securely via 
the internet.  Any change is done on the “master file” 
giving everyone clean, up-to-date, and accurate 

information.  The program was so successful that, at 
KYSSAR’s request, we expanded the database to include 
all Kentucky Chapters.

If you have received an award from our chapter, State or 
National SAR, I would like to note it in your record.  
Please, email dbwhite3@mac.com with the names, and 
dates, of your awards so that I might include them.  Next 
year we will add military service to our records.

A Call for Information

mailto:dbwhite3@mac.com
mailto:dbwhite3@mac.com
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A committee of 5 members of KYSSAR was established 
in March of 2010, representing divergent areas of our 
state, to investigate the need, feasibility and interest of a 
state-wide organization under which individual members 
of several chapters could participate in local, regional and 
national events under a common banner.

The group consisted of:  
! Gary Tunget - Robert Moseley Chapter
! Charlie Scott - Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter
! Tom Geimeier - Simon Kenton Chapter
! Jon Huffman - Louisville-Thruston Chapter
! Del White - Lafayette Chapter

The group met on two occasions, both in an on-line 
teleconference.  The group unanimously agreed on a 
rationale and concluded that it was in the best interest of 
KYSSAR to adopt a state-wide color guard / Militia.  It 
was also pointed out that such a group is unofficially 
practicing and it would be proper and prudent to formalize 
the unit and approve and offer common insignia, etc.

The  following motion was presented to the KYSSAR 
regular meeting in Williamsburg in November 2010 to be 

considered by the Board of Governors prior to the annual  
meeting in Bardstown:

“I move that KYSSAR adopt the concept of a state-wide color 
guard / Militia organization and cause Article VIII of the by-laws 
of the organization to be changed to reflect such a unit as a 
standing committee with a chair and co-chair.  I further move 
that the KYSSAR Secretary cause this proposed amendment be 
published at least 30 days prior to the March 5, 2011 Annual 
meeting to conform with “By-Laws Article XVI - Amendment” 
then put before the assembly for approval at that meeting.” 

The motion passed, and according to KYSSAR by-laws, 
was then brought before the Board of Governors.   A 
similar motion was made by Chairman Del White at the 
annual meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.

The newly authorized color guard committee will be 
appointed by incoming president Forrest Chilton within 
the coming months.  The Vice President is the committee 
chair by default but the color guard commander will be 
elected from the guard itself. Check our website for news 
regarding the formation of the guard.

All are invited to participate.

State-wide Color Guard Established

President John Burch, VP 
Del White, Secretary Don 
Adams and Compatriot 
James Evans attended 
t he KYSSAR annua l 
meeting in Bardstown on 
March 5.

Burch and Evans also 
attended the Board of 
Governors meeting held 
p r i o r t o t h e a n n u a l 
meeting where several 
important issues were 

resolved.  First, the BOG accepted the Ad-Hoc 
Committee Chairman’s recommendation to modify the 
state By-Laws to officially add a committee on state-wide 
color guard.  Secondly, they accepted the resignation of 
Will  Schrader as Chairman of the 2015 NSSAR Annual 

congress to be held in Louisville.  They also established 
a committee to find his replacement.

In the annual  meeting, Compatriot Don Adams, state-
wide chairman for the Knight Essay and Rumbaug 
Oration contests, presented winners and contestants to 
those in attendance.

President John Burch reported on chapter activities from 
November to date specifically bragging on the fact that 
we had a 100% renewal  rate this spring in spite of raising 
dues to levels of other active chapters. 

Lafayette Chapter VP, Del  White, was elected to the 
KYSSAR board as State Secretary for 2011-12.   He also 
received a challenge coin in appreciation for a broad 
array of services rendered the state society and a 
certificate of appreciation for his tenure as KYSSAR 
Eagle Scout Representative.

Burch Reports at State Annual Meeting 

John Burch
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“Respect for our national 
symbol, the American 

Flag” and our ancestors 
who served and 

struggled during the 
fight for independence is 
a cornerstone of  SAR.

Some Regional DAR Contacts

Jessieann Houck Wells, Regent
Kentucky State DAR

Patricia Kimbrell
Capt. John McKinley Chapter

Sarah Hamilton
Lexington Chapter

Nancy Thoma
Transylvania Chapter

Milie McKelway
Capt John Waller

Jan Clark
Bryan Station Chapter

Jacqueline West
Trabu Chapter

Jennifer Spradlin
Gen.  Marquis Calmes Chapter

Cindy Codell
Hart Chapter

 Elizabeth (Betsy) Burch
Boonesboro Chapter

Fredia Shoemaker
Jemima Boone Chapter

Conchita Grall
Jane McAfee Chapter

Kathy Hignight
St. Asaph Chapter

For a complete list with contact 
information visit

http://www.kentuckydar.org/

This is the third in a series of articles discussing the ten objects enumerated in 
the Lafayette Chapter Constitution.  Current leadership intends to use that 
document as our roadmap during the next biennium and it will serve us well  to 
discuss each object in detail. 

The third object states,  “To inspire a more profound reverence for the principles 
of the government founded by our forefathers.” 

The above statement can be summarized as Patriotism. Patriotism is 
acknowledging the values and tenacity needed to establish our country.  
Patriotism is honoring those who have served and serve today.  Patriotism is 
respecting the principles of our government and outwardly showing that respect.  
Patriotism is honoring our flag by adhering to flag etiquette by displaying the flag 
properly on a regular basis.  Patriotism is sponsoring, and being involved in, 
events that involve youth an the public  in general.  When you think about it in this 
light, most of the activities of the SAR can be placed in this broad category.  

Patriotism has fallen out of favor in today’s environment as evidenced by the 
dwindling attendance at civic  and patriotic  events.  I have found that, like many 
things in life, a good example goes a long way to encourage people doing the 
right thing.  

What better way to engage the public  in discussion than to help boost 
attendance at events such as Revolutionary War era re-enactments, parades, 
grave markings, new citizen ceremonies, flag retirement ceremonies, and to 
welcome veterans home. One simply needs to engage individuals in 
conversation, in these public and private forums, in a discussion of those 
principals, and the price paid by our ancestors.  I have found that our presence 
engages the public, especially if we wear our SAR insignia or dress in period 
attire.

Another way to boost patriotism is to initiate discussion with today’s youth and to 
encourage teachers of high school age youth to research, prepare and submit an 
oration or essay on the subject.  The Rumbaugh Oration, Knight Essay, and King 
Eagle Scout Competition, and the Americanism poster contest for elementary 
school  students, is a cornerstone of this type of outreach.  These events were 
recently held and winners were recognized at the Annual KYSSAR meeting held 
in Bardstown.

Oration contestants John Aroutounian and Gabe Moore presented outstanding 
remarks at the KYSSAR annual meeting and I was honored to be present to hear 
their remarks.  Alex Marson, the state winner of the Eagle Scout contest, read his 
essay as did Knight Essay winner Jacob Sims.  Talking to Marson and his family 
afterwards, I was shocked when they said that it was their honor to attend our 
event.  It is encouraging to see the in-depth research and subsequent 
understanding of an issue by a high school student and the raw patriotism 
exhibited by poster contest entrants.

I believe certain segments of our society are hungry for these events.  Our quest 
is to provide these venues and to properly advertise them to the public.  How can 
you contribute?  It is as simple as taking the time from your busy day to attend 
these patriotic  events.  I encourage you to check our web site regularly and earn 
about sponsored events from the events page.

                                                                            To be continued next month......

Chapter Objectives: An Editorial



Lafaye!e Chapter News                                          Pa" 6 of 6

National Society
Sons of the

 American Revolution
100 South Fourth St.
Louisville, KY 40203

(502)-589-1776

http://www.sar.org

Lafayette Chapter News 
is Published Quarterly

Del White, Editor 
875 Cornishville Rd

Harrodsburg, KY 40330

TOLL FREE:
(888)716-4396

E-MAIL:
dbwhite3@mac.com

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

http://www.lafayettekyssar.org

The Sons of the American Revolution 
is the leading male lineage society that 
perpetuates the ideals of the war for 
independence.
  
As a historical, educational, and 
patriotic non-profit corporation, we 
seek to maintain and expand the 
meaning of patriotism, respect for our 
nat ional symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and the unifying 
force of "e pluribus unum" that was 
created from the people of many 
nations -- one nation and one people. 

You must first be accepted into the 
National Society proving lineage to a 
patriot before joining state and local 
chapters.  Please, contact us if you are 
interested in joining our organization.

SAR Pledge:  “We the 
descendants of the 
heroes of the American 
Revolution who, by their 
sacrifices, established 
the United States of 
America, reaffirm our 
faith in the principals of 
liberty and our 
Constitutional Republic, 
and solemnly pledge 
ourselves to defend 
them against every foe.”

About our Organization

875 Cornishville Road
Harrodsburg, KY 40330
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


